
Karystos September 2018

Traveling from Hertfordshire to Karystos, the sleepy provincial capital of 
Southern Euboea in Greece is not an easy task as it involves a three hour 
flight, a thirty minute coach trip to the port of Rafina, a two hour wait to board 
a ferry ride across to Marmari and finally a second short coach trip to Hotel 
Anastasia!

Nevertheless twenty two 
North Herts walkers arrived in
good spirits and were joined 
by two relaxed and chilled 
holidaymakers who had 
made their way 
independently. Lucky them!

A lovely dinner was ready 
soon after and that was the 
start of an amazing week with

wonderful walks, excellent Greek cuisine and lots of fun. 
Opening the shutters in the morning and looking at the blue sky and the 
Aegean sea was certainly a joy to behold. For breakfast we were spoiled for 
choice, home made cakes, jams, savouries, even traditional Greek coffee.

First day of walking was quite hard as it was very 
hot. Fortunately the weather cooled down and a brisk
wind picked up midweek.

Looking at the mountain range behind Karystos we 
soon realised that ascends and descends were 
unavoidable. Our excellent driver Kostas would take 
us through winding roads to the start of the walks. 
What a relief to spot him from afar when we were 
coming back hours later! Descending the 2.700 feet 
of the Dimosari gorge did certainly test the limits of 
some but it was well worth it.

A dip in the warm and crystal clear
sea was also greatly enjoyed by a 
few on the quiet beaches next to 
our hotel.

Our leaders took great care of us 
arranging the walks so that we 
would not be blown away by the 
wind or left without essential 
refuelling drinks at lovely 
tavernas. They even adapted the 
programme so that non-walkers 
could enjoy the varied scenery of 
the island.



Our four course dinners were delicious, authentic high quality Greek food-a 
real treat. As the hotel is family run, it was the owner Mrs Anastasia who 
ceaselessly supervised everything and catered for everyone's needs with a 
smile.
After dinner a dash to the town centre where coffee shops and restaurants 
lined the busy promenade was a good excuse for people watching. No sign of
Greece's economic woes on Saturday evening when not a single chair was 
empty! 
As always the last day came too soon and it was time to say our goodbyes to 
this lovely, laid back and largely unknown area of Greece. Another long day of
travelling and another memorable NHRG holiday abroad completed!
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